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COURSE OBJECTIVES

The main purpose of law is establishing standards, maintaining order, resolving disputes

and protecting the rights and liberties of the people. Criminal law is that branch of law

that relates to crime and its importance lies in the fact that mankind relies on it as the

greatest protection against injuries inflicted on it by individuals and institutions. It

maintains law and order by inflicting punishment on the ones that do not abide by it

which is different from civil law where the prescription is compensation or damages.

Indian Penal Code, 1860 is the comprehensive Code in India that covers all the

substantive aspects of criminal law in the country and is a general Penal Code for India.

To conclude these objectives in more precise form which are as follows:
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To introduce a general understanding of the underlying principles and

significance of Criminal law vis-a-vis The Indian Penal Code, 1860.

To familiarize students with the general principles of crime, offences and the

punishments provided for each offence in The Indian Penal Code, 1860.

To identify offences and punishments and apply appropriate precedents and

case laws to them.

To enable the students to critically examine case-laws and isteidiscourses on

law related to the offenses in The Indian Penal Code, 1860.

To develop the skill to organize thoughts coherently and present them in a

persuasive manner.

To study the basics of criminal law and enhance their ability to reflect on few

issues that need to be studied beyond definitions.

To enable the students to have a profound understanding of offences and
thereby interpreting the provisions and applying them to real life situations

and practice in Courts.

Critically analyse complex issues arising out of the provisions in The Indian

Penal Code, 1860.



2. TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching methodology shall comprise of Lecture method, Discussion and

Assignments. This aims at involving the students in class discussions on offences,

punishments, legal principles and precedents. Assignments shall be allotted and the topic

of the project or the assignment shall be informed in advance to the students. The list of

authorities is not exhaustive and they are encouraged to research independently and avail

other sources for enhancing the quality of work. The students shall present orally the topic

of their assignment and the teacher shall summarize the same and forward critical

reflections if any.

3. EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE

At the completion of the course it is expected that the students shall :

. Understand the nuances of the various offences and punishments in the The

Indian Penal Code, 1860.

. Develop critical thinking and articulate opinions on the significant, controversial

and current provisions of The Indian Penal Code, 1860.

. Be able to interpret the provisions and apply them to real life situations so that

they can enhance their skills for building a career in criminal litigation .

. Acquire the skill of analytical in-depth research with respect to the provisions of

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 in order to publish articles.

. Understand the offences and the legal control mechanisms to combat such

offences thereby making them skilled in interpreting the provisions and applying

them in criminal cases.

4. COURSE EVALUATION METHOD

The course shall be assessed for 200 marks. The Evaluation scheme would be as follows:

Internal assessment: 70% (140 marks)

Semester End Examination: 30% (60 marks)

SI. | Marks Distribution

No.
1 | Project Work 40 marks
2 | Seminar/Group Discussion 20 marks




3 | Assignment/Assessment 30 marks

4 Mid-Semester Test 40 marks
5 Attendance in class 10 marks
6 Semester End Examination 60 marks

5. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE (SPECIFYING COURSE MODULES
AND SUB-MODULES)

MODULE I
Concept of Crime:
= Concept of Crime; Definition of Crime; Elements of Crime .
Principles of Criminal Liability:

= Actus Reus; Mens Rea: Knowledge, Intention, Motive, Negligence and Recklessness;

Mens Rea in the Indian Penal Code.
Crimes of Strict Liability
Vicarious Liability
= Liability under the Indian Penal Code; Liability of Corporations.
Joint Liability

=  Common Intention (Sections 34 IPC)
= Common Object (Section149 IPC)

= Unlawful Assembly (Section 141 IPC)
= Rioting (S.146)

MODULE 11
Stages of Crime

= Intention, Preparation, Attempt, Commission.

Inchoate Crime

= Criminal Attempt,
= Abetment,



=  Criminal Conspiracy;

= Tests for determining what constitutes Attempt.
Salient Features of the Indian Penal Code
Punishments (Sections 53 -75)

MODULE IIT

General Exceptions.

= Mistake of Fact (S. 76, 79),

= Accident (S.80), Infancy (S. 82-83)

= Insanity (S.84), Intoxication (S. 85-86)
= Judicial Act (S.77, 78)

= Necessity (S.84)

= Consent (S.87-89; S. 92)

= Communication (S.93)

= Duress (5.94)

=  Triviality (S.95)

= Private Defence (S.96-106)

Offences against Human Body

=  Hurt (S.319 -326; S. 326A - 326B IPC)
Culpable Homicide (S.299),

Murder (S.300)

Death by Rash or Negligent Act (S. 304 A)
Suicide (S. 309)

Being Thug (S. 310).

Offences Affecting Freedom and Dignity of a person

=  Wrongful restraint (S. 339)

=  Wrongful confinement (S.340)
= Criminal force (S. 350)

= Criminal Assault (S.351)

= Kidnapping (S. 359- 361)

= Abduction (S. 362 IPC)



MODULE 1V

Offences Against Women

Assault or Criminal force with intent to outrage modesty (S.354, 354A- 354D IPC)
Trafficking (S. 370-370A IPC)

Rape (S. 375-376, 376A-376E IPC)

Dowry Death (S. 304B IPC)

Cruelty by husband or his relatives (498A IPC)

Offences Against Property

= Theft (S. 378-382 IPC)

= Extortion (S. 383-389 IPC)

= Robbery (S. 390 IPC)

=  Dacoity (S. 391 IPC)

= Criminal Misappropriation of Property (S. 403-404 IPC)
= Criminal Breach of Trust (S. 405 IPC)

= Cheating (S. 415-420 IPC)

=  Mischief (S. 425-426 IPC)

=  Criminal Trespass (S. 441,447 1PC)

= House Trespass (S.442, 448-452 1PC);

= Lurking House Trespass(S.443-444, 453 IPC)
= House breaking (S.445-462 IPC).

. PRESCRIBED READINGS

K1 Vibhute, PSA Pillai's Criminal Law, (13™ edn, Lexis Nexis, 2017)
Ratanlal & Dhirajlal The Indian Penal Code (36™ edn, LexisNexis, 2020)
K.D. Gaur, Criminal Law -Cases and Materials (9" edn. LexisNexis, 2019)
R.C. Nigam, Law of Crimes In India (Vol 1 London: Asia Pub. House, 1965)
K.D. Gaur, Textbook on the Indian Penal Code (7th ed. LexisNexis, 2020)

vV V V V V

v

S.N. Mishra, Indian Penal Code (With the Criminal Law (Amendment)Act, 2018,

(21%" edn, Central Law Publishers 2018).

> Prof. N.V. Paranjape, Criminology & Penology With Victimology ,16™ edn (Rep)
Central Law Publications 2014)

» NOTE: Students are required to read the latest journals, periodicals, reports and

articles to keep abreast with the developments in this area of law.



Law Commission of India Reports

e 29" Report (1966) on “Proposal to include certain Social and Economic Offences in

the Indian Penal Code
e 35" Report (1966) on “ Capital Punishment.”
e 42" Report (1971) on “Indian Penal Code .”

e 47" Report (1972) on “The Trial and Punishment of Social and Economic Offences
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e 84" Report on “ Rape and allied offences- some questions of substantive law,

procedure and evidence.”

e 91 Report on “Dowry deaths and law reform: Amending the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955, the Indian Penal Code, 1860 and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 .

e 172" Report on “Review of Rape laws ”
e 202" Report on “Proposal to amend Section 304-B of the Indian Penal Code .”
e 210th Report (2008) on “ Humanisation and Decriminalisation of Attempt to suicide”

e 226th Report (2009) on “ Inclusion of Acid attacks as Specific offences in the Indian

2

Penal Code and a law for Compensation for Victims
e 241st Report (2012) on “ Passive Euthanasia .”
e 243rd Report (2012) on “ Section 498-A Indian Penal Code (IPC).”
e Report of Justice Verma Committee on the Criminal Law Amendments.
Statutes
Indian Penal Code, 1860
The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2018

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012

The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
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KameshPanjiyar v. State of Bihar(2005) 2 SCC 388
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